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R onald Nuburn Kemp, age 82 went to be with his Lord and Savior on April 9,

2019, at his home.
Ron was born July 23, 1936, in Cyril, Oklahoma, to Luther and Lois Kemp. He was

preceded in death by his parents Luther and Lois Kemp and his brother Rudy. He is

survived by his wife Lou Thelen Peterson Kemp, son and daughter-in-law Ronald
Nuburn Kemp Jr. and Marjorie Ann Kemp; son and daughter-in-law Luther Harrold

Kemp and Peggy Anne Campbell-Kemp; son and daughter-in-law Wesley Don Kemp
and Marla Jo Kemp; Grandchildren: Serenity Wilson and husband Charles; Levi

Kemp and wife Diana; Laura Kemp, Erin Kemp, Tyler Kemp, Landon Kemp, Rylee

Hayes and husband Brian, and eight great-grandchildren.
Ron graduated from Cyril High School in 1954 and graduated from Oklahoma

Baptist University in 1958. While attending OBU, he met his future wife of 62 years,
Lou Thelen Peterson. Ron and Lou were married on August 3, 1957. After graduating

from OBU he entered Southwestern Theological Seminary where he obtained a

Bachelor of Divinity. They moved to Huntsville, Texas, in 1962, where he served as
pastor of two churches. While in Huntsville, he obtained his Master’s in Treatment

and Social Services and he worked as an Alcoholic and Drug specialist for the Texas
Department of Corrections. Ron was a lifelong learner and the family often teased

that if he could find a way to make a living as a career student, he would have done
so.

In 1969, he accepted a position as a Chaplain at Southwest Baptist College where he

also moved into the classroom to teach in the Sociology and Psychology
Department. In 1976, he obtained the Distinguished Teacher Award. Later that year,

he went to work for the Missouri Baptist Children’s Home in their division of
Christian Psychological and Family Services as a counselor for Southwest Missouri.

In 1979, he went into private practice with Associates for Counseling and
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Consultation. After several years, Ron returned to school at Midwestern Theological

Seminary and earned his Doctor of Ministry. In July of 1985, he founded Family
Institute of the Ozarks in Bolivar. He also served as an adjunct professor at SBU,

Drury, Evangel, and Forrest Institute of Professional Psychology. From 1991 through
2008 he shared his insights into family relationships by way of the Bolivar Harold

Free Press through his weekly column, ‘Family Matters'. Ron continued to practice at

Family Institute of the Ozarks until his retirement in 2008. Following his retirement,
he spent his time with family and traveling.

He was a member of First Baptist Church for 50 years. He was a member of the
Bolivar Optimist Club where he had perfect attendance for many years. He was a

member of the American Association of Marriage and Family Therapists and served

as President for a time.
Ronald was a consistent example of a kind spirit and always showed compassion. He

never seemed to complain and was always concerned with helping others. He always
strived to make this world a better place. He spent the greater part of 56 years of his

life either encouraging people through their spiritual walk or counseling families.

Ronald’s spirit and legacy will continue to live on through the myriad of lives he
impacted in his God-blessed time on this earth.

Visitation for Ronald will be Saturday, April 13, 2019, from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M. at Butler Funeral
Home. Services will be Sunday, April 14, 2019, at 2:00 P.M. at First Baptist Church, Bolivar,
Missouri. A graveside service will be held privately.

To send flowers or a memorial gift to the family of Ronald Kemp please visit our Sympathy Store.
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Visitation

Butler Funeral Home - Bolivar

407 East Broadway, Bolivar MO 65613

Service

First Baptist Church

316 N. Main Avenue, Bolivar MO 65613

Cemetery Details

Greenwood Cemetery

W. Maupin St, Bolivar MO 65613
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Saturday, April 13, 2019

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM CT

Sunday, April 14, 2019

2:00 PM CT
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RE Robert Lee & Teresa Evans lit a candle in honor of Ronald.

I will never forget Ron sitting in his office getting ready for his first client...I would

pop my head in & say hey that 's my room he would look up & smile & say the blue

room ..yes my favorite color...thank ya Ron for all the you & Lou did for Robert

Lee..we love ya very much blessings always

May 22 at 12:16 PM

WS William Spaine posted:

Dear Lou and Family,Dr. Kemp (he asked me to call him Ron, that I could never quite get the hang of

that) was one of only a handful of the most influential and important people in my life. He was my

professor, supervisor, confidant, mentor, and friend—in that order. In one of the most difficult times in

my life, he would stay after we supervised students at the clinic and go to supper with me. Memories

of his kindness and wisdom will go with me to my grave.And while he served all of those roles for me

and many others (as well as being the wise, compassionate, and gently challenging father) his

deepest love was for you, and that was clear by the way he spoke of you...which he did frequently as

time went on.Lou Thelen, you boys and your wives, and all of you grandchildren...his love and

respect for you and his joy and pride in you animated his being the Father of the Family Institute, the

Father of Family systems professor and supervisor, and the insight and humanity behind Family

Matters.Each of you knows the twinkle in his eyes as he challenged you and the grin and laugh when

you responded. He is in my therapy and in my heart every day, and you each will carry him with you

for the rest of your lives.Peace be with you now and forever,Bill Spaine

April 13 at 7:25 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Kemp (Bolivar) family.

April 12 at 7:36 AM

Anonymous sent a Country Basket Blooms to the Kemp (Bolivar) family.

April 11 at 9:09 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ronald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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